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Year 6 – Recommended Reading List 

 

Wonder – R.J. Palacio 
Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does 
ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on his Xbox. He 
feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make other 
ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary 
kids aren't stared at wherever they go. 
 
Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been 
home-schooled by his parents his whole life. Now, for the 
first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading 
it. All he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his 
new classmates that he's just like them, underneath it all? 

 

 

Cogheart – Peter Bunzl 
 
Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now 
silver-eyed men stalk her through the shadows. What could 
they want from her? 
With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, 
her mechanical fox - Lily is plunged into a murky and 
menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes that those she holds 
dear may be the very ones to break her heart... 
Murder, mayhem and mystery meet in this gripping Victorian 
adventure. 

 

 

Can a birdwatcher outwit an escaped convict? 
 
Twitch has three pet chickens, four pigeons, swallows nesting 
in his bedroom and a passion for birdwatching. On the first 
day of the summer holidays, he arrives at his secret hide to 
find police everywhere: a convicted robber has broken out of 
prison and is hiding in Aves Wood. Can Twitch use his talents 
for birdwatching to hunt for the dangerous prisoner and find 
the missing loot? 

 

 

The Last Wild – Piers Torday 
 
This is a story about a boy named Kester. He is extraordinary, 
but he doesn't know that yet. All he knows, at this very 
moment, is this:  
1.There is a flock of excited pigeons in his bedroom.  
2. They are talking to him.  
3. His life will never be quite the same again...  

 



 

The House With Chicken Legs – Sophie Anderson 
 
Marinka dreams of a normal life, where her house stays in 
one place long enough for her to make friends. But her house 
has chicken legs and moves on without warning. 
For Marinka's grandmother is Baba Yaga, who guides spirits 
between this world and the next. Marinka longs to change 
her destiny and sets out to break free from her 
grandmother's footsteps, but her house has other ideas... 

 

 

The Island at the end of everything – Kiran Millwood -
Hargrave 
 
Amihan lives on Culion Island, where some of the 
inhabitants – including her mother – have leprosy. 

Ami loves her home – with its blue seas and lush forests, 
Culion is all she has ever known. But the arrival of 
malicious government official Mr Zamora changes her 

world forever: islanders untouched by sickness are forced 
to leave.Banished across the sea, she's desperate to 
return, and finds a strange and fragile hope in a colony of 
butterflies. Can they lead her home before it's too late? 

 

 

The Boy Who Sailed The Ocean In An Armchair – Lara 
Williamson 

Becket Rumsey is all at sea. His dad has run away with him 
and his brother Billy in the middle of the night. And they've 
left everything behind, including their almost-mum Pearl. 
Becket has no idea what's going on - it's a mystery. So with 
the help of Billy and a snail called Brian, Becket sets out on a 
journey of discovery. It's not plain sailing but then what 
journeys ever are? An extraordinary story of courage, dreams 
and finding your way. 

 

 

Tin – Padraig Kenny 
 
Christopher is 'Proper': a real boy with a real soul, orphaned 
in a fire. He works for an engineer, a maker of the eccentric, 
loyal and totally individual mechanicals who are Christopher's 
best friends. But after a devastating accident, a secret is 
revealed and Christopher's world is changed for ever ... What 
follows is a remarkable adventure, as Christopher discovers 
who he really is, and what it means to be human. 

 



 

 Some mature content – suitable for advanced readers 
of 12+ 

Set in a dark vision of the near future, a terrifying reality TV 
show is taking place. Twelve boys and twelve girls are forced to 
appear in a live event called The Hunger Games. 

There is only one rule: kill or be killed. When sixteen-year-old 
Katniss Everdeen steps forward to take her younger sister's 
place in the games, she sees it as a death sentence. But Katniss 
has been close to death before. For her, survival is second 
nature. 

 

 

The Maze Runner – James Dashner 
 
When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing 
Thomas remembers is his first name. But he's not alone. 
He's surrounded by boys who welcome him to the Glade - 
a walled encampment at the centre of a bizarre and terrible 
stone maze. 

 
Like Thomas, the Gladers don't know why or how they 
came to be there - or what's happened to the world outside. 
All they know is that every morning when the walls slide 
back, they will risk everything - even the Grievers, half-
machine, half-animal horror that patrol its corridors, to try 
and find out. 
 
*Some mature content – suitable for advanced readers of 
12+ 
 

 

 

Goodnight Mister Tom – Michelle Magorian 
 
Young Willie Beech is evacuated to the country as Britain 
stands on the brink of the Second World War. A sad, deprived 
child, he slowly begins to flourish under the care of old Tom 
Oakley - but his new-found happiness is shattered by a 
summons from his mother back in London . . . 

 

 

Pax – Sara Pennypacker 
 
Pax was only a kit when his family was killed and he was 
rescued by ‘his boy’, Peter. Now the country is at war and 
when his father enlists, Peter has no choice but to move in 
with his grandfather. Far worse than leaving home is the fact 
that he has to leave Pax behind. But before Peter spends even 
one night under his grandfather’s roof he sneaks out into the 
night, determined to find his beloved friend. This is the story 
of Peter, Pax, and their journeys back to each other as war 
rampages throughout the country. 

 



 

Goth Girl – Chris Riddell 
Ada Goth is the only child of Lord Goth. The two live together 
in the enormous Ghastly-Gorm Hall. Lord Goth believes that 
children should be heard and not seen, so Ada has to wear 
large clumpy boots so that he can always hear her coming. 
This makes it hard for her to make friends and, if she's honest, 
she's rather lonely. Then one day William and Emily Cabbage 
come to stay at the house and, together with a ghostly mouse 
called Ishmael, the three children begin to unravel a dastardly 
plot that Maltravers, the mysterious indoor gamekeeper, is 
hatching.  
 

 

 

What Not to Do When You’re Invisible – Ross Welford 

Turning invisible at will: it’s one way of curing your acne. But 
far more drastic than 13 year-old Ethel Leatherhead intended 
when she tried a combination of untested medicines and a 
sunbed. It’s fun at first, being invisible. And aided by her 
friend Boydy, she manages to keep her extraordinary ability 
secret. Or does she…? When one day the invisibility fails to 
wear off, Ethel is thrown into a nightmare of lies and 
deception as she struggles to keep herself safe 

 

 

 

Kick – Mitch Johnson 
 
Budi's plan is simple. He's going to be a star. Budi's going to 
play for the greatest team on earth, instead of sweating over 
each stitch he sews, each football boot he makes. But one 
unlucky kick brings Budi's world crashing down. Now he owes 
the Dragon, the most dangerous man in Jakarta. Soon it isn't 
only Budi's dreams at stake, but his life. A story about 
dreaming big, about hope and heroes, and never letting 
anything stand in your way. 

 

 

The Light Jar – by Lisa Thompson 
Nate and his mother are running away, hiding out in a 
tumbledown cottage in the middle of a forest. When Mum 
heads off for provisions, and then doesn't return, Nate is left 
alone and afraid, with the dark closing in all around him. But 
comfort can come from the most unexpected of places - a 
mysterious girl trying to solve the clues of a treasure hunt 
and the reappearance of an old friend from his past. Will 

Nate find the bravery needed to face the troubles of his 
present and ultimately illuminate the future? A story of fear 
and hope, loneliness and friendship - full of the heart, 
engaging characters and propulsive, page-turning mystery. 

 



 

The Dream Snatcher – Abi Elphinstone 
Twelve-year-old Moll Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle 
of the forest, lured there by a recurring nightmare - the one 
with the drums and the rattles and the masks. The 
Dreamsnatcher is waiting. He has already taken her dreams 
and now he wants her life. 
Because Moll is more important than she knows… The Oracle 
Bones foretold that she and Gryff, a wildcat that has always 
been by her side, are the only ones who can fight back against 
the Dreamsnatcher's dark magic. Suddenly everything is at 
stake, and Moll is drawn into a world full of secrets, magic and 
adventure. 

 

 

The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien 

A timeless classic. 

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire 
to travel far from the comforts of home; then one day the 
wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive unexpectedly 
and enlist his services – as a burglar – on a dangerous 
expedition to raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. 
Bilbo’s life is never to be the same again. 

 

 

Running On The Rood Of The World – Jess Butterworth 
There are two words that are banned in Tibet. Two words that 
can get you locked in prison without a second thought. I watch 
the soldiers tramping away and call the words after them. 
'Dalai Lama.'  
 
Tash has to follow many rules to survive in Tibet, a country 
occupied by Chinese soldiers. But when a man sets himself on 
fire in protest and soldiers seize Tash's parents, she and her 
best friend Sam must break the rules. They are determined to 
escape Tibet - and seek the help of the Dalai Lama himself in 
India.  

 

 

In a dangerous future, huge motorized cities hunt, attack 
and fight each other for survival. 

As London pursues a small town, young apprentice Tom 
is flung out into the wastelands, where a terrifying cyborg 
begins to hunt him down. 

 

 

 



 

Marcus Sedgwick – Floodland 
Imagine that a few years from now England is covered by 
water, and Norwich is an island. Zoe, left behind in the 
confusion when her parents escaped, survives there as best she 
can. Alone and desperate among marauding gangs, she 
manages to dig a derelict boat out of the mud and gets away to 
Eels Island. But Eels Island, whose raggle-taggle inhabitants are 
dominated by the strange boy Dooby, is full of danger too. The 
belief that she will one day find her parents spurs Zoe on to a 
dramatic escape in a story of courage and determination that is 
handled with warmth and humanity 
 

 

 

Once by Morris Gleitzman is the story of a young Jewish boy 
who is determined to escape the orphanage he lives in to save 
his Jewish parents from the Nazis in the occupied Poland of the 
Second World War.  

Everybody deserves to have something good in their life. At 
least Once. 

 

 

 

Tell Me No Lies – Malorie Blackman 
Gemma longs for her lost mother, taking comfort from the 
cuttings in her scrapbook; pictures of mothers who loved their 
children come what may. 

Mike is new to the area; a boy with a terrible secret to hide. A 
secret about his missing mother. 

Gemma and Mike - two kids hurt by their past and now 
inextricably linked. Their effect on each other's lives will be 
explosive. 

 

 

 

Oranges In No Man’s Land – Elizabeth Laird 
Since her father left Lebanon to find work and her mother 
tragically died in a shell attack, ten-year-old Ayesha has been 
living in the bomb-ravaged city of Beirut with her granny and 
her two younger brothers. The city has been torn in half by civil 
war and a desolate, dangerous no man's land divides the two 
sides. Only militiamen and tanks dare enter this deadly zone, 
but when Granny falls desperately ill, Ayesha sets off on a 
terrifying journey to reach a doctor living in enemy territory. 

 



 

Millions – The Not So Great Train Robbery – Frank Cotteral 
Boyce 
 
Two brothers, Damian and Anthony, are unwittingly caught up 
in a train robbery during Britain's countdown to joining the 
Euro. Suddenly finding themselves with a vast amount of cash, 
the boys have just one glorious, appalling dilemma – how to 
spend it in the few days before it becomes worthless. Torn 
between the vices of buying a million pizzas and the virtues of 
ending world poverty, the boys soon discover that being rich is 
a mug's game. For not only is the clock ticking – the bungling 
bank robbers are closing in too. 

 

 

Boy Underwater –Adam Barron 
 
Cymbeline Igloo (yes, really!) has NEVER been swimming -
Not ever. Not once. But how hard can it be? He’s Googled 
front crawl and he’s found his dad’s old pair of trunks. He’s 
totally ready. 

What he’s not ready for is the accident at the pool – or how it 
leads his mum to a sudden breakdown. 

Now, with the help of friends old and new, Cymbeline must 
solve the mystery of why his mum never took him near water 
– and it will turn his whole life upside down… 

 

 

 

Rewards for reading 

5+ books from the suggested 

list with 2 of your own choice 
Bronze Certificate 

10+ books from the suggested 

list with 5 of your own choice 
Silver Certificate 

15  books from the suggested 

list with 8 of your own choice 

Gold Reader  

Badge 
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