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Year 3 – Recommended Reading List 

 

The Abominables – Eva Ibbotson 
 
A hundred years ago, in the Himalayan peaks of Nanvi Dar, 
the daughter of an English earl is kidnapped by a huge hairy 
monster. In a secret valley Agatha Farley is introduced to a 
family of motherless yetis and devotes her life to their 
upbringing. She teaches them to speak, tells them stories 
and insists on polite manners. But as the decades pass, 
tourists come to the mountains, a hotel is built and yeti-
hunters arrive. Agatha knows that there is one place in the 
world where they would be protected. 

 

 

Varjak Paw – SF Said 
 
Varjak Paw is a Mesopotamian Blue kitten. He lives high up 
in an old house on a hill. He's never left home, but then his 
grandfather tells him about the Way - a secret martial art for 
cats. 
 
Now Varjak must use the Way to survive in a city full of 
dangerous dogs, cat gangs and, strangest of all the 
mysterious Vanishings 

 

 

The Sheep-Pig – Dick King-Smith 

‘Why can't I learn to be a Sheep-Pig?' 

When Babe, the little orphaned piglet, is won at a fair by 
Farmer Hogget, he is adopted by Fly, the kind-hearted 
sheep-dog. Babe is determined to learn everything he can 
from Fly. He knows he can't be a sheep-dog. But maybe, just 
maybe, he might be a sheep-pig. 

 

   

   

 

The Ice Palace – Robert Swindells 
 
Ivan lives in a land where the winter is dark and fearful. 
Starjik, King of Winter, steals Ivan's little brother and Ivan 
braves the bitter cold to find him. 

 



 

Kid Normal – Greg James and Chris Smith 
 
Murph Cooper has a problem.  

His new school is top secret, and super weird. His classmates 
can all fly or control the weather or conjure tiny horses from 
thin air. And what's Murph's extraordinary skill? Um, oh 
yeah - he hasn't got one. Just as well there are no revolting 
supervillains lurking nearby, their minds abuzz with evil 
plans. There are!? Right. Ok, then...  

 

 

 

Dilly The Dinosaur – Tony Bradman 
 
When he decides he doesn’t want to wash any more, Dilly 
ends up becoming a very smelly dinosaur indeed! And when 
he’s told he can’t have his birthday every day he gets very 
grumpy. And you know what happens when Dilly gets 
grumpy… cover your ears, here comes the ultra-special, 150-
mph SUPER SCREAM! 

 

 

My Name  Is Not Refugee – Kate Milner 
 
A young boy discusses the journey he is about to make with 
his mother. They will leave their town, she explains, and it 
will be sad but also a little bit exciting. They will have to say 
goodbye to friends and loved ones, and that will be difficult. 
They will have to walk and walk and walk, and although they 
will see many new and interesting things, it will be difficult 
at times too. A powerful and moving exploration that draws 
the young reader into each stage of the journey, inviting the 
chance to imagine the decisions he or she would make. 

 

 

Dog In The Dungeon – Lucy Daniels 
Mandy and James follow up ghostly sightings of animals and 
unravel the secrets behind them. This story features an 
aristocratic deerhound called Aminta. The last in a long line 
of dogs that protected the owners of the castle Mandy and 
James are visiting, the ghostly dog has been regularly sighted 
since the death of the owner of the estate. Mandy and 
James discover that the land is due to be split up and sold, 
destroying the family heritage and Aminta, as her last act as 
protector of the family, has returned from beyond the grave 
to try and help reclaim the estate. Can Mandy and James 
help her last wish come true? 

 



 

The Diary Of A Killer Cat – Anne Fine 

Poor Ellie is horrified when Tuffy drags a dead bird into the 
house. Then a mouse. But Tuffy can't understand what all 
the fuss is about.  

Who on earth will be the next victim to arrive through the 
cat-flap? Can soft-hearted Ellie manage to get her beloved 
pet to change his wild, wild ways before he ends up in even 
deeper trouble? 

 

 

   

   

 

Mrs Cockles’ Cat – Phillipa Pearce 
 
Mrs Cockles, a balloon seller, loves her cat Peter, and he 
loves fish. When she runs out of fish, Peter leaves and Mrs 
Cockles is so upset that she gets thinner and thinner, losing 
so much weight that her balloons lift her up into the sky. 

 

   

   

   

   

 

My Brother Is A Superhero – David Solomons 
 
Luke is a comic-mad eleven-year old who shares a treehouse 
with his geeky older brother, Zack. Luke's only mistake is to 
go for a wee right at the wrong time. While he's gone, an 
alien gives his undeserving, never-read-a-comic-in-his-life 
brother superpowers and then tells him to save the 
universe. Luke is massively annoyed about this, but when 
Zack is kidnapped by his arch-nemesis, Luke and his friends 
have only five days to find him and save the world... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Rewards for reading 

10+ books from the suggested 
list with 6 of your own choice 

Bronze Certificate 

20+ books from the suggested 
list with 8 of your own choice 

Silver Certificate 

25+ books from the suggested 
list with 10 of your own choice 

Gold Reader  
Badge 

Name of 
your chosen 

book 

Author of 
your chosen 

book 

What was 
the best 

things about 
it? 

1.    
2.    

3.    
4.    
5.    

6.    
7.    
8.    
9.    
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